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MEMOIE OF ISEAEL DANIEL KUPP, THE HISTORIAN. 
[Read before the Historical Society of Pennsylvania, January 13, 1879.] 

BY PROFESSOR OSWALD SEIDENSTICKER. 

The local history of Pennsylvania has a literature which 
may be viewed with just satisfaction, if not with pride. Of 
countries, towns, churches, institutions, and families, not a 
few have found able spokesmen, and the historian of the 
State may build upon these local records as upon a firm and 
broad foundation. Of all this wealth of information very 
little indeed was to be found forty or fifty years ago. If 
we ask who was one of the pioneers in the arduous task of 
gathering materials widely scattered, of blending a thousand 
facts into an instructive story, of training the people to a 
proper appreciation of their local history, I believe that 
honor will hardly be disputed to belong to our lately deceased 
member Mr. Israel Daniel Rupp. It is, therefore, eminently 
fit that the Historical Society of Pennsylvania should pay its 
tribute of respect and gratitude to a man who has done so 
much towards furthering the very objects for which this 
Society was instituted. 

As far as his standing as an historian is concerned, Mr. 
Rupp has carved out his own career. There was nothing 
in the surroundings of his birth and early training that 
augured the distinction which he has attained. It was his 
father's pride to bring up his sons as thrifty farmers and 
good citizens. There was no library like this to develop his 
taste in the direction of historical inquiry, no institute of 
learning to initiate him in the ways of an author, not even 
a prominent scholar to serve him as a model. He was, in 
the best sense, a self-educated man, and whatever opportu- 
nities he had were of his own making. 

Israel Daniel Rupp was born July 10, 1803, in East Penns- 
boro' (now Hampden) Township, Cumberland County, Penn- 



404 Memoir of Israel Daniel Rupp, the Historian. 

sylvania. From his carefully-written memorials we learn 
that his grandfather, Jonas Rupp, a native of Reihen, near 
Sinsheim, in Baden, emigrated to Pennsylvania in 1751. 
He at once applied himself to farming; married, in 1755, 
Anna Maria Elizabeth Borst, and bought, in 1772, a farm 
on the Providence tract, in Cumberland County, the same 
place where Daniel Rupp was born. Jonas Rupp had nine 
children, — five sons and four daughters. George, the father 
of the subject of this memoir, was born in 1772, and mar- 
ried, in 1800, Christina Boeshor, with whom he had fourteen 
children. 

In the fall of 1807, Daniel, then only four years old, was 
sent to the log school-house at Friedenskirch. Seventy 
years of a busy life did not obliterate the affectionate re- 
membrance in which he held that little school, his venerable 
teacher, Peter Blaeser, and his fellow-pupils, whose names 
he was able to record in his last book, the " Family Regis- 
ter," published in 1875. In the family and school German 
only was spoken, and to Daniel the English was a foreign 
tongue. No wonder he did not relish the instruction of his 
next teacher, a Mr. Kelso, who knew only English, and tried 
to come to a mutual understanding with his bewildered 
scholars by the frequent application of the rod. 

Whatever were the shortcomings of these scanty and 
frequently-interrupted school terms, Daniel had one teacher 
whose language needs no interpreter, whose voice, sweet 
and instructive, appeals directly to the senses and the heart. 
Nature, in her varied forms, the starry heavens and the 
teeming earth, spoke to him with an eloquence full of 
meaning and fascinating power. 

That much of his boyhood was spent in active life upon 
the farm, and that he found his pastime in sports such as a 
wooded country affords, he never had reason to regret. He 
owed to this apprenticeship a healthy frame, industrious 
habits, self-reliance, and the art of being content with little. 

While thus employed his eager mind imbibed all instruc- 
tion that floated in his way. As he grew up he became an 
attentive reader, works on history, political economy, and 
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religion being his favorite choice. Before he was eighteen 
years old he organized, with his companions, an evening 
school for mutual improvement, and in the wake of it a 
debating society. 

Of his maternal grandfather he learned Dutch, of Rev. 
Mr. Vorhoof the rudiments of Latin and French. Still, 
up to his twentieth year the path of life that lay mapped 
out before him was that of a Cumberland County farmer. 
The circumstance that led to a change in his career was a 
severe attack of sickness, brought on by over-exertion in 
the summer heat of August, 1823. For nearly two days he 
lay in a comatose state, and his life was trembling in the 
balance. His kind physician, Dr. Asa Herring, of Me- 
chanicsburg, while making every exertion to restore him to 
health, became much interested in the talented young man, 
and when Mr. Rupp, whose literary taste had become more 
decidedly developed during the period of his convalescence, 
concluded to pursue a systematic course of study with the 
ultimate object of choosing the medical profession, Dr. 
Herring afforded him all assistance in his power. Mr. Rupp 
moved to Mechanicsburg and toiled faithfully to acquire a 
knowledge of the ancient languages, — Hebrew, the higher 
English branches, and physiology. But his heart, he soon 
found, was not drawn towards the altar of ^Esculapius. In- 
stead of giving his life to a pursuit for which he felt no 
inner call, he would rather have returned to the farm. Still, 
he was loath to turn back from the world of letters which 
filled his soul with joyful anticipations. Being now well 
qualified by his literary attainments, and prompted by the 
bend of his mind to become a teacher, he decided to choose 
that profession. And now commenced a life so strangely 
checkered, so full of vicissitudes, plans entered upon and 
abandoned, employments accepted and resigned, that it 
would be impossible for us to follow up the details of his 
zigzag career. 

Much work he did as a teacher. In 1825 he opened a 
subscription school near Silver Spring, and soon after in 
Mechanicsburg. In 1827 he conceived the plan of writing 
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a history of the Germans in Pennsylvania, and with a view 
of collecting materials became an itinerant bookseller, for 
a short time associated with Dr. Jacob Weaver. The 
financial outcome of the enterprise was not satisfactory. He 
continued his historical researches in the State archives at 
Harrisburg, where he also opened a school in 1828. But, 
unable to resist the whirl of political excitement, he gave 
up his school to electioneer for John Quincy Adams, and 
after the defeat of his party undertook a lecturing tour to 
recommend, explain, and teach what then was called the 
American system of English grammar, devised by James 
Brown. In 1830 we find him in Ohio, first in Cincinnati, 
where his first book — a German translation of " Fox's Book 
of Martyrs" — appeared, and next as principal of an academy 
in Montgomery. At that time he was no more in the single 
state. He was married, July 19, 1827, to Miss Caroline 
Aristide, daughter of Br. Philip Aristide, a native of France. 
In the winter of 1831, with his family, he moved to Pleasant 
Township, Marion County, where, soon after his arrival, he 
was appointed postmaster at a station called Rupp's. In 
1832 he returned to Pennsylvania to resume once more his 
profession as teacher. Within the next ten years he was, 
however, busily engaged in many other lines of employment. 
In 1833 he edited the Carlisle Herald; in 1837, the Practical 
Farmer; he translated from German into English Schaba- 
lie's " Wandering Soul," organized social libraries, debating 
societies, and county lyceums, lectured on temperance, ad- 
dressed teachers' institutes, and acted as a delegate to politi- 
cal conventions. How indefatigable a laborer he was may 
be judged by the fact that, with all these miscellaneous 
occupations, he found time to prepare for the press numer- 
ous books, — of which in 1836 alone not less than five were 
printed, partly translations and partly originals in English 
and German ; and in the next year, besides writing a book 
on practical farming, he furnished an English translation of 
that huge folio, " Ber blutige Schauplatz oder Martyrer 
Spiegel," by Tieleman van Braght, in a royal octavo volume 
of ten hundred and forty-eight pages. At the same time 
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he never lost sight of the great work, with which, more than 
anything else, was bound up the aim of his life, — namely, 
the history of his native State. A title-page, printed as an 
advertisement or circular in 1843, shows that he designed at 
that time to issue a book bearing the title " The Pennsylva- 
nia's Own Book ; or, The Annals and Chronicles of Penn- 
sylvania." "While intent upon a work of so comprehensive 
a character he had accumulated rich stores of local informa- 
tion, and concluded, in 1842, to utilize them by writing 
county histories. The first taken in hand was the " History 
of Lancaster County." It appeared in 1844, and was speedily 
followed by others in the same year, — Berks and Lebanon 
Counties; in 1845 by two volumes, — one containing the 
history of York County, the other that of Northampton, 
Lehigh, Monroe, Carbon, and Schuylkill Counties. In 
1846 two more volumes were added, — one the " History of 
Dauphin, Cumberland, Franklin, Bedford, Adams, and 
Perry Counties," the other entitled " The Early History of 
"Western Pennsylvania," a large octavo volume of seven hun- 
dred and sixty-seven pages. In the following year, 1847, the 
history of Northumberland, Huntingdon, Mifflin, Centre, 
Union, Columbia, Juniata, and Clinton Counties furnished 
the materials for another volume. There appeared also, in 
1844, quite an extensive work planned and edited by Mr. 
Rupp, " The History of Religious Denominations in the 
United States." 

The collection of thirty thousand names of German and 
Swiss immigrants, published, 1856, in Harrisburg, and in a 
second edition, 1876, in Philadelphia, closes the series of 
Mr. Rupp's contributions to the history of Pennsylvania as 
far as printed in book -form. It should be added that he 
furnished, during his long life, to magazines and newspapers 
a large number of valuable articles upon historical subjects, 
and that several manuscripts, among which the " Original 
Fireside History of German and Swiss Immigrants in Penn- 
sylvania" is the most extensive, yet await publication. 

It is merely repeating a fact, generally acknowledged, to 
say that Mr. Rupp's labors upon the field of local history 
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are second in importance to no others. His books are justly 
valued as a rich storehouse of information. They are in- 
dispensable to every inquirer into the history of Pennsylva- 
nia; you find them used and quoted or used though not 
quoted by all writers who have gone over the same ground 
as he. Their chief merit consists in having saved from ob- 
livion and brought to light valuable material scattered in a 
thousand localities or hidden in some out-of-the-way place. 
He not only consulted printed books, but went to the archives 
of the State, the surveyor's and recorder's office, the county 
and township magistrates, the parson, the register of wills, 
the old inhabitant with long memory, the family record, the 
tombstone with its weather-beaten epitaph. His wayfaring 
life, that brought him into personal contact with many thou- 
sands of persons, gave him peculiar facilities for the task he 
had undertaken. He was aided, too, by his winning man- 
ners, by his pleasant and affable approach, and his readiness 
not only to receive but also to impart information, — qualities 
which opened to him the hearts and confidence of men. 

In giving the results of his labors to the public Mr. Rupp 
clothed them in a plain, unostentatious garb, best suited 
to the subject and conforming with his own habits, which 
disdained affectation and tinsel. But simplicity does not 
imply coldness and indifference. Far from marshalling a 
dull array of facts and figures, he betrays a sympathetic 
warmth for his subject which makes itself felt by the reader. 

It must be regretted that no opportunity was afforded to 
Mr. Rupp of bringing out new editions of his books, which 
have long been scarce; and, in justice to him, it should be 
borne in mind that he could not himself attend to the cor- 
rection of the proof-sheets, and that the careless manner in 
which the printing was done has introduced many errors 
into his volumes. The numerous marginal notes, correc- 
tions, and additions which he has inserted in his own copies 
testify to his unremitting labor and his wish to improve 
upon the published editions. 

"We have followed Mr. Rupp's career up to the time when 
his county histories appeared. The rest must be briefly 
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told. There were again periods of scholastic employment, 
such as the management of a school in Manheim Township, 
Lancaster County (1847), of the Cumberland Valley Insti- 
tute at Mechanicsburg (1857), and the Svvatara Collegiate 
Institute at Jamestown, Lebanon County (1858-60). Be- 
tween 1850 and 1874 he was at times engaged in the life- 
insurance business at Harrisburg and in Philadelphia. 

A singular proof of the confidence reposed in him was 
his appointment, in 1866, together with Mr. John "Wiest, to 
examine and report upon certain mining lands in Colorado. 
In charming letters, published in the German Reformed 
Messenger and other papers, he depicts the incidents of this 
journey. The varied information which he imparts on the 
geological features of the country, on the statistics of mining, 
the state and prospects of trade, and the customs of the peo- 
ple, is of surprising freshness, and proves him fully capable 
to deal with the facts of a novel situation. 

The last years of his life Mr. Rupp spent in Philadelphia, 
mostly engaged upon literary labors. He enjoyed good 
health till within a week of his death, when a stroke of 
apoplexy signalized the approach of his dissolution. He died 
May 31, 1878, having nearly completed his seventy-fifth 
year, and about ten months after celebrating his golden 
wedding. Let me close this short sketch by recording some 
traits, which, while belonging to the man rather than to the 
author, should nevertheless find a place in the memoir of 
his life. In his capacity as teacher he was most conscien- 
tious in the performance of his duties and readily gained 
the love of his pupils. He devoted much thought and 
time to the best scheme for raising the standard of educa- 
tion and opening new channels for the diffusion of knowl- 
edge among all classes of the people. One of the means 
that he was very active in developing was the establishment 
of lyceums for mutual improvement. In 1825 one was 
formed at Mechanicsburg, which counted him among its most 
efficient members, and ten years later he made, in connection 
with Mr. Josiah Holbrook, a systematic effort to have 
lyceums spread over the whole State. In less than eight 
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months they helped to organize fifteen county lyceums, 
fifty township lyceums, and one hundred and twenty family 
lyceums. 

Mr. Rupp felt, as a good citizen, in duty bound to use all 
the light given to him and all the power he could exert for 
the promotion of good government. While he never sought 
office, he was fully alive to the political issues of the na- 
tion. Taking sides with the Whig or National Republican 
party, he engaged quite actively in the presidential cam- 
paign of 1827 for John Quincy Adams against Andrew 
Jackson. While at Harrisburg, he reported the proceedings 
of the Senate for a newspaper, and earned some money — he 
states this fact himself in his diary — by writing speeches 
for members of both houses. The next presidential cam- 
paign found him likewise a spirited partisan. He was a 
delegate to the Republican Convention that met at Harris- 
burg May 29, 1832, and favored the nomination of Henry 
Clay. 

Mr. Rupp kept a diary upwards of fifty years, noting 
down all that concerned him or attracted his notice. His 
written memoirs, based on it, contain also many of his ad- 
dresses, the more important part of his correspondence, and 
display the whole course of his long and useful life, the most 
faithful portrait that he could leave to his family, to which 
he clung with affectionate love. Upon the turning of a new 
leaf in his life, either on his birthday or New Year's day, it 
was his custom to dot down the devout thoughts that filled 
his soul. Let us take leave of our departed friend and 
fellow-member by listening to one of these self-communions, 
which admits us to the inmost recess of his good and honest 
heart. On the 10th of July, 1866, he writes : " To-day I 
enter on my sixty-fourth year. I have great cause to praise 
God for thousands of temporal and spiritual blessings. I 
have suffered very little sickness. Vigor of body and mind 
remain unimpaired. To what cause have I to attribute all 
this but to a God who blessed me with a strong constitution 
and a will to abstain from anything detrimental to my health ? 
I have had no anxious thoughts about ' the morrow,' no 
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anxiety to lay up dollars and cents for the sake of dollars 
and cents. I am well assured with industry and economy 
and the blessing of my Creator I shall not want any of the 
necessaries of life. . . . My natural wants are few. Luxu- 
ries I do not desire." 

The following are the published writings of Mr. Rupp : 

1. Geschichte der Martyrer, nach dem ausfuhrlichen 
Original des Ehrw. Johann Fox und anderer kurz gefasst, 
besonders fiir den gemeinen deutschen Mann in den Ver. 
Staaten von Nord- America aus dem Englischen ubersetzt 
von I. Daniel Rupp. 514 pp. Cincinnati, 1830. New edi- 
tion, 1832. 

2. Collection of Choice Sermons, by the Rev. J. C. Albertus 
Helfenstein. Translated from the German by I. Daniel 
Rupp. 261pp. Carlisle, 1832. 

3. Discipline of the Evangelical Association in the United 
States. Translated from the German by I. Daniel Rupp. 
218 pp. Harrisburg, 1832. 

4. The "Wandering Soul. Originally written in Dutch by 
John Philip Schabalie. Translated into German by B. B. 
Brechbill. Translated into English by I. D. Rupp. 504 pp. 
Philadelphia, 1833 (stereotyped). 

5. A Foundation and Instruction of the Saving Doctrine of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, briefly compiled from the Word of 
God. Translated from the Dutch into the German by 
Menno Simon. Translated into English by I. D. Rupp. 
480 pp. Lancaster, 1835. 

6. Das ursprungliche Christenthum, oder eine Vertheidi- 
gung des "Worts Gottes, von Peter Nead. Aus dem Englischen 
ubersetzt von I. Daniel Rupp. 306 pp. Harrisburg, 1836. 

7. The Stolen Child, or Heinrich von Eichenfels. Trans- 
lated from the German by I. D. Rupp. 216 pp. Harris- 
burg, 1836. 

8. The Lyceum Spelling-Book. An improved method to 
teach children to think and read, etc. By I. Daniel Rupp. 
240 pp. Harrisburg, 1836. 

9. The Voyages and Five Years' Captivity in Algiers of Dr. 
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G. S. F. Pfeiffer, with an Appendix giving a True Description 
of the Customs, Manners and Habits of the Different Inhab- 
itants of the Country of Algiers. Translated from the 2d 
German edition by I. D. Rupp. 398 pp. Harrisburg, 1836. 

10. The Geographical Catechism of Pennsylvania and the 
"Western States. With maps. By I. Daniel Rupp. 384 pp. 
Harrisburg, 1836. 

11. The Practical Farmer. By an association of practi- 
cal farmers of Cumberland County, Pa. Edited by I. D. 
Rupp. 288 pp. Mechanicsburg, 1837. 

12. The Bloody Theatre, or Martyr's Mirror, of the De- 
fenceless Christians who suffered and were put to Death for 
the Testimony of Jesus their Saviour from the Time of Christ 
till the Year 1660. By Thieleman J. van Bracht. Trans- 
lated into German, from which it is translated, compared 
with the original Dutch by I. Daniel Rupp. 1048 pp. 

13. The Homoeopathic Horse Doctor, by Dr. Busch. 
Translated from the original German manuscript by I. D. 
Rupp. 208 pp. Carlisle, 1842. 

14. The Farmer's Complete Farrier. By I. D. Rupp. 
416 pp. Harrisburg, 1843, and Lancaster, 1847. 

15. History of Lancaster County, to which is prefixed a 
Brief Sketch of the Early History of Pennsylvania. Com- 
piled from authentic sources by I. Daniel Rupp. 528 pp. 
Lancaster, 1844. 

16. He Pasa Ekklesia. An original history of the re- 
ligious denominations at present existing in the United 
States. By eminent professors, ministers, and lay members 
of the respective denominations. Projected, compiled, and 
arranged by I. D. Rupp. 734 pp. royal 8vo. Philadelphia, 
1844. 

17. History of the Counties of Berks and Lebanon, con- 
taining a Brief Account of the Indians, Murders, and Massa- 
cres by them, etc. By I. Daniel Rupp. 516 pp. Lancaster, 
1844. 

18. History of York County from 1719 to 1845, with 
an Appendix, Topography, Statistics, etc. By I. D. Rupp. 
256 pp. Lancaster, 1845. 
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19. History of Northampton, Lehigh, Monroe, Carbon, 
and Schuylkill Counties, containing a Brief History of the 
First Settlers, etc. By I. Daniel Rupp. 568 pp. Harris- 
burg, 1845. 

20. The History and Geography of Dauphin, Cumberland, 
Franklin, Bedford, Adams, and Perry Counties. By I. 
Daniel Bupp. 594 pp. Lancaster, 1845. 

21. Early History of Western Pennsylvania and of the 
"West and Western Expeditions and Campaigns, etc. By a 
gentleman of the bar. 752 pp. large octavo. Harrisburg, 
1846. 

22. History and Topography of Northumberland, Hunt- 
ingdon, Mifflin, Centre, Union, Columbia, Juniata, and 
Union Counties, Pa. By I. Daniel Rupp. 566 pp. Lan- 
caster, 1847. 

23. The Catechism, or Plain Instructions from the Sacred 
Scriptures, etc. Published by the Christian Communion 
called Mennonites in Waldeek. Translated from the Ger- 
man by I. Daniel Rupp. 72 pp. Lancaster, 1849. 

24. A Collection of Thirty Thousand Names of German, 
Swiss, Dutch, French, and other Immigrants in Pennsylva- 
nia from 1727 to 1776, etc. By I. Daniel Rupp. 405 pp. 
Harrisburg. 

— The same. Second revised edition with German trans- 
lation. Philadelphia, 1876. 

25. Short Quotations Concerning the Christian Doctrine of 
Faith according to the Testimony of the Sacred Scriptures. 
By Rev. Christopher Schultz (Pastor among the Schwenk- 
felders). Translated by I. Daniel Rupp. Skippackville, 
1863. 

Manuscripts. 

a. Original Fireside History of German and Swiss Im- 
migrants in Pennsylvania. 

b. Monograph of German Mercenaries, especially of the 
Hessian Mercenaries in the British Service. 

e. Defunct Scots in Pennsylvania. 

d. Quinque Lingual Nomenclature, in English, Latin, 
Greek, German, and French. 



